WAR AGAINST ROBBERY AND MURDER

the girl of her stays and the latter for keeping a disorderly
house.   All the rest were reluctantly discharged.

The result was not satisfactory to Elizabeth Canning's
friends; for the two footpads who had robbed the girl^of
her money and conveyed her out of London were not yet
discovered; and unless her evidence against Mary Squires
could be corroborated, the gypsy would certainly be ac-
quitted when she came up for trial before a judge and
Jury. In these circumstances, the prosecutors employed
a lawyer named Salt to seek expert advice. What occurred
subsequently is told by Fielding himself in a story which
may well be set against the Rigby anecdote related by
Horace Walpole. While the justice was drinking tea with
his wife and a lawyer on the sixth of February, his clerk,
he says, delivered him a case on which Mr. Salt'the solicitor,
who was waiting in the court room below, wished to consult
him. As the request was accompanied by the usual fee,
Fielding accepted the document, but handed it to his wife
for safe-keeping, and directed his clerk to tell the solicitor
that he would take it with him into the country, whither
he was going the next morning, for careful consideration.
Very soon the clerk returned with Mr. Salt, who asked for
an immediate decision as the case involved a felony and
there was danger that the parties would escape. There-
upon Fielding invited Mr. Salt to sit down; and after they
had finished their tea, he read over the case and advised
his friend how to bring the offenders to justice. The
solicitor then expressed a strong desire that the Bow Street
justice receive the depositions in the case; but Fielding
at first declined the business, partly on the ground that the
crime had been committed in a distant part of the county,
in the neighbourhood of an excellent justice of the peace,
and partly because he had been " almost fatigued to death
with several tedious examinations" during the week, and
felt that he must refresh himself with a short rest in the
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